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• Measuring the brightness of nearby stars
◦ the magnitude system

• Apparent magnitudes:  _______________________________

◦ where m1 is _____________________________________,

◦ and m2 is _______________________________________,

◦ and f1 is ________________________________________,

◦ and f2 is ________________________________________,

◦ and the base of the log is _____.

f2 / f1 m1 – m2 m1 – m2 f2 / f1
10-6 -10
10-4 -5
10-2 -2.5
100 0
102 2.5
104 5
106 10


